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to embark these two young men,—but on condition
that at the first sight of an Hiroquois canoe on the
river he would set them down upon the bank and
flee into the woods, having no desire to die so soon.
They accepted this condition, explaining that if they
had a firm foothold upon the land they did not fear
the approach of the Hiroquois. My Savage, think-
ing to intimidate our Frenchmen by this threat of
leaving them, was quite taken aback [2751i.e.,271]
when he saw them so determined. This put his
heart in his stomach (as the saying is), and led him
to utter these words: ‘‘Let us go; I will take you
and, what is more, I will not leave you; I will die
with you;”’ then, turning to sieur Nicolet, he said to
him, ‘‘ If thou hearest news of my death, tell those
of my nation, I pray thee, that I died bravely, in the
company of two valiant French Captains.” Even
this poor barbarian desired to have glory, and an oc-
casion for vanity, in his death. Accordingly, he em-
barked our two Frenchmen, and took them to the
three Rivers, encountering nothing else than water
and woods.

On the 2oth, I received letters bearing the news
that, a Savage having tried to kill a Frenchman at
the three Rivers, Makheabichtichion did not conduct
himself in the matter as he should have done. ‘‘ This
man” (writes Father Buteux) ‘‘ has great power over
his people, but very little over himself; he makes
mistakes, and then he acknowledges them; he sees
that what we teach is best,— he says so to every one,
yet meanwhile he does not give up his three wives.
At the Procession of the holy Sacrament, he had all
his people turn out to adore our [2761i.e.,272] Lord.
He was present at the Procession, then at Vespers,



